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EDUCATION, &« 
|. TT isevident by Experience, that there are 60. 
ral Arts and Sciences, which cannot bs 
learn'd in any great Perfection, without ths 
Knowledge of Latin, or Greet, or other Anrient 
Languages. Upon which Account ir mult be 
ales, that thoſe Perſons, who deſign to Stu 
ſuch Arts or Sciences, ought to be very well a= 
uainted with theſe Languages; ſeeing an 3 * 
fect Knowledge of them, only ſerves for Offen- 
tation amongſt the Ignorant, but is of no great: 
| real ule of Advantage. 
22 And as theſe Languages ought to be well ufts 
HAererſtood, fo they ſhou'd be learn'd in as ſhort 
Time as may be. For the longer we are in learn 
5 N ing them, the longer it muſt be, before we cam” 
,V enter upon the Study of thoſe Arts, to which they 
are neceſſary; and conſequently, the ſooner WE 
are Maſters of the Languages, the more Tims 

we may employ about the Arts themſelves, and 
therefore make a greater Progreſs in tem. 
2M £ As for the preſent uſual Merhod of Teaching 
' | , theſe Languages, I cannot look upon it to be way 
9 beſt; Boys commonly go to the Graf Sc 
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ere till they are Sixteen or Seventeen before 
hey are ſent to the Univerſities: So that about 
Eight or Nine Years are generally ſpent in Learn- 


| ; ing, ſcarcely any thing but Latis and Greek. And 


| > ko after all this Expence of Time, they ave ge- 
ing but ordinary Proficients in theſe 


ges, as I believe, moſt Tutors in the 


Now to what Cauſe muſt we impute this ſlow 


1 Progreſs in theſe Languages? To the t diffi- 
| | culty of them, or to the Ne 


gligence of the Maſt- 
ers, or the Incapacity of the Scholars? For my 
art, I cannot impute it to any of theſe Cauſes, 
but rather to an imprudent Method of Teachin 
them. I am perſwaded, they might be learn'd at- 
ter ſome other manner, more eaſily, quickly and 


Perfectly; and therefore, I ſhall beg leave to pro- 
| "hoſe. in this ſhort Eſſay, what Methods in m 

Juugment are more proper, than that which is 
commonly obſerv'd, and I hope the Reader will 


not condema them, without firſt examining the 
Reaſons upon which they are Grounded. I aſſure 
him, I have no manner of private Intereſt or De- 
ſign in Writing this Eſſay, and that I ſhall propoſe 
nothing in it, but what in my own Judgment I 
m periwaded is very practicable, and may prove 


x 
* 
x 


of publick Advantage: And it others may re- 


ceive any Benefit from it, I ſhall have the End I 
propos d. 


There are Three Methods, by which I think 
theſe Languages might be much better learn'd, 


chan by that, which is commonly us d. The firſt 


L.oet as many Children as you pleaſe, when they 


are juſt learning to ſpeak (or if they have learn'd 


fe Engliſh Words, they will quickly forget 


«., | chem) 
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1 , 


| conſidering how many Places of this Nature there 
are, where they may live with great Liberty, | 


Languages are equal to us; and we are no mort 


nothing elſe ſpoke ; and ſurely ours wou'd do the 
ſame, provided, all who ſpeak to them, ſpeak in 


ſirous of Converſation ; and conſequently, W 


ſequentty, if nothing but Latm were talk d to 
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them) be 7 in ſuch a Place, where they cage 
not Converſe withany but thoſe who ſpeak L 
which need be no great Confinement to ret | 


| 


® 
» 


Pleaſure and Satisfaction. Let One or Two Mat- 
ers, who can talk the Latin Tongue fluently. and [I 
correctly, Converſe daily with them; and let the | 
Servants, which wait upon them, be able to 
ſpeak as much Latin, as they ſhall have qccao gg 
for, when they are neceſſarily oblig'd to 1 00 I 
with them : By 4 


* 


this means, they cannot fail o 


learning the Lm Tongue, For naturally, all 1 


4 
* 


r 


fram d to talk Engliſh, or any other Modern Lan: 
guage, than we are to talk Latin: So that Lais, 
may as well be our firſt Language, as Zngliſh. Fog || 
if Children heard nothing at firſt but Latin, the 
cou'd not fail of Learning it, as well as they da 
Evgliſh. The Roman Children talk'd Latin, as well 
as our Children talk Engiiſh ; and undoubtediy, 
our Children wou'd talk Lm according to the || 
Method I have mention'd, as well as theirs did. 


For their Children ſpoke ir, becauſe they heard | 


. 


Latin, We are naturally ſociable Creatures, and de- 


muſt have ſome Language, in which to expreſs 
our Sentiments. Now fince all Languages are na- 
turally equal to us, therefore the firſt Language 
we hear, that we ſhall firſt underſtand ; and con- 


Children, they wou d firſt underſtand that Lan- 
age. The ſame Reaſons will hold good for: 
arning Greek, or any other Antient Languages 
after this Method, as well as Latin. i | 
£ y "+ © A 3 An. 1 
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[that Len may be Learn'd after this Method, ſo 
Experience has evidently ſhew'd the great Suc- 


Thildren learn d Greek before Latin, which they 
tou'd not do, but after ſome ſuch Method, as 1 
ave. propes'd ; this Method has likewiſe ſuc- 
Eecded in latter Ages "The Famous Montagne Lib. 
I; cap. 25. of his Eſſays aſſures us, that he learn d 
Latin according to it. His Words are to this Ef- 
ma, My Father committed me to the Educa- 
tion of a German, who was ignorant of the 
French Language, but underſtood Latin in a very 
& great Perfection. I was always treated by him 


[© wich the utmoſt Affection and Tenderneſs. I 


bad other Boys with me, who underſtood the 
* Latin Language, nothing but Latin was heard 
amongſt us. My Mother, and the Servants ne- 
yer talk d with me but in Latin, which they had 
*learn'd by our Converſation : For by our Dil- 
*courſe, my Mother and the Servants had got 
o much Latin, that they cou'd underſtand me, 
and entertain me wich ſhort Dialogues. I was 
Fix Years of Age, when I was as perfectly Ig- 


SE — LEES 


ec 


*cepts or Whipping, I underſtood Latin, as well 
as the School. laſters themſelves, whoſe Scho- 
$ lars I far exceeded: For when they had a 
*® Theme given them to turn into Lativ, I had 
EA Latin I heme full of Soſæciſmi, and Barbariſms 


4 given me to turn into more pure and Elegant 


Lau Nicbolaus Gruchius, who Wrote a Treatiſe 
be de Comitii: Remanorum, Gulielmus Gerentus, who 
* Vrote Comments upon Ariſtotle, Buchanan the 
etch Poet, Antonius and Auretus. My Domeſtick 
"Maſters often told me, that at that Age, I 


* 
. 
\ 


| 


WW And 2s it is altogether reaſonable, to think 


Tels of it. Quimilian tells us, that ſome Roman 


gorant of the Frech, as of the Perſian and Ar- 
pick Languages. Thus without Grammar, Pre- 


48 (7) Ws.” 
0e talk'd Latin ſo fluently, that they were even a 
© fraid to talk with me. Buchanan ſaid, he Won x 
« write a Treatiſe concerning the Education © 
| Children; and told me, he wou'd chiefly have. 
o an Eye to that Method, according to which I 
_ *.was Educated. - 
” There is an Inſtance of another Boy Educated 
| |./ after this manner, who far exceeded the Famous 
Montagne. The Account of him is given us in an 
Engliſh Book, Tranſlated out of French, the Title 
of which is, An Exmen of the way of Teaching 
the Lum Tongue to little Children by ufe alone, 
Lond. 1669. 12% In this Book we are told of a 367 
that cou d talk Letin ſo fluently at Four Years of Þ 
Age, that the King of France, and all who heard *} 
bim, look'd upon as a Prodigy. The method ac- Þ© 
cording to which he was Educated was this. His 
Father had Two Friends, who cou'd ſpeak Letin 
_ fluently and elegantly. He took his Son when he 
Was but Twenty Two Months Old, and commit- 
ted him to their Education. He quickly forgot 
thoſe fe- French Words, he had learn'd from his 
Mother. and his Nurſe, by Reaſon that thoſe with. 
| whom he Convers'd talk'd nothing but Lam. 
And his Maſters being careful to talk good Senſe 
as well as good Latin ; by this means, the Boy 
i cou'd not only talk Elegantly, but alſo cou'd pals 
a very good Judgment upon ſeveral matters. The 
Author of this Book, ſhews this Method of Edu- | 
cation to be Antient and Infallible, and admires 
that others do not follow it. All the Modern 
Languages, as he ſays, are learn to a great Per- 
fection only by Converſation ; and thence con- 
cludes the Latin Tongue may be learn'd the ſam 
way, which is certainly very true. For, as I ſhew't ,. | 
before, the Latin Tongue is as much natutalto ds 
as the Engliſh, and therefore, if we heard nothin} e1 
5 e A 4 der 
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F 

= : 
* 


a ä 9 
Hut I. u talk d to us at firſt, we ſhou'd as eaſily 


and perfectly learn it as we do Exgliſb. 


If this Method were obſerv'd, Children might 
with much Eaſe and Pleaſure learn the Later Lan- 


before they were Six or Seven Years: of 


| age 
== For if their Maſters perfectly underſtood 


the Latin Tongue, (as I ſuppoſe them to do) and 


il of talking it Elegantly likewiſe. And if 
fuch Diverſions were contriv'd,. as wou'd oblige 


them to talk much, they wou'd alſo talk it very 


fluently : Beſides this, at the ſame Time they 


. might be taught te Read; and as they grew up, 


ſome Elegant Latin Authors might be put into 
their Hands, and by this means, they might 
Read over moſt of the Roman Authors before the Age 


tat other Boys, who are Educated after the com- 


mon Method, are able tolerably to underſtand a 


% Latin Author. 


It may perhaps, be thought a great Diſadvan- 


tage toa Boy to be perfectly Ignorant of his Coun- 


try Language, at Six or Seven Years of Age: 


Bur this Diſadvantage is eaſily and quickly re- 
" paird; for when he comes Abroad into the 


World, and hears all other Perſons talk Engliſh, 


he cannot fail of Learning it. It will be continual- 


Ty buzz'd in his Ears, and he muſt underſtand it 


whether he will or no. Nor need we be afraid, 
that he will never be ſo perfect a Maſter of the 


Language of his Country, as if he had Learn'd it 


firſt. For what Man in the Age in which he 


ivd, Writ better French than Montagne, tho' he 


knew not a Syllable of it when he was Six 


Tears Old? And I do not in the leaſt queſtion, 


bur ſuch as are Educated after this Method, wou'd 


talk E»gliſh as Fluently and Elegantly, as if they 
bad been taught it by their Mother. Nay, in all 


Pro: 


1 talk d with them in pure Latin, they cou d 
not 


| at Oh. | 
| probability, the wb, £, "OR Maſtersof b N 
ility, they wou tter 1 
= ſince the true Knowledge of the Engliſh Langu o 
| doth in ſo great a Meaſure depend 9 'Y 
' _ Knowledge of the Latin. It may allo be obje&-+ 
| ed, that they wou'd forget the Latin Tongue, or 
| at leaſt to Speak, and Write it truly, becauſr 
ö they know nothing of Grammar. But this Rea- 
bon is of no Force, if we conſider that Gramm 
| were made from Authors, and not Authors com- 
pos d by the Directions of Grammar. Upon ſup- 
poſition therefore, that they Read the beſt Roman 
Authors, their Reading wou'd ſupply the want 
of the Knowledge of Grammar: But granting 
Grammer to be neceſſary, yet when they under- 
| ſtand the Letin Tongue, they may eaſily look 
over it, and fix in their Minds all the neceſſary, #7 
Rules of it. And I take this to be a much more i 
| 


s | proper time, for them to conſider the Ratio and 
| Idioms of that Language, than when they know 
but very little of it. | nie. A 

£1 2. Another Method of Learning Lane, Greek, || 

&c. is to learn them by Converſation, nothwich- 

ſtanding we know the Exgiiſh, or any other 
| Modern Language. That this Method of learn» 
l ing them is very practicable, is evident from this, 

[| viz, that the ſame thing in Effect is daily prac- 
q tic d. The French, Spaniſh, Italian and other Lan» | 

| guages are learn d after this manner by our Mer» | 

| chants, who always attain the Language of the |} 

Country where they Trade, ſo well, that they - : 

can Diſcourſe very readily in it, provided they + 

continue there any conſiderable time, and Con- 

verſe with the Natives. Nay, even thoſe Com. 
| mon Sea-Men, who can neither Write nor Read, 
by hearing the Natives Diſcourſe, arrive by de- 
grees to a conſiderable Knowledge in their Lan- 
| guages. As for Travellers, they having Senf 4 

| | y 


# "eaſe, to a 


1 () 
rally had a more liberal Education, commonty 
*_ "Sttait in a much ſhorter Time, and with more 
great Perfection in the Language of 
the Country where they Travel, *Tis true, 
ſome of them, before they leave England, learn 
i a great Degree the Language of thoſe Coun- 
tries, in which they deſign to Travel, and con- 
ſequently, cannot be ſo properly ſaid to Learn thoſo 
Languages by Converſation, as thereby, to per- 
fert themſelves in them. But it is as true, that 
ſeveral who are perfectly Ignorint of French, Spa- 
nie, Iralias and other Languages, by Travelling 
In thoſe Countries where they are commonly 
— obtain the Knowledge of them purely by 
erſation, as any one muſt know, that has 

any Experience in the World. | 
And muſt confeſs, I ſee no Reaſon why the 
Lm Tongue may not be learn'd after the fame 
Manner, nor can think it more impoffible to 
learn it by Converſation, than to learn the 


TDoercb, Spaniſh, Ralian, or any other Modern 


Language. For that theſe Languages are living 


| Languages, and the Latin a dead Language, 
, feems no good Argument to me, that Latin can- | 
pot be learn'd by Converſation: ' For pray what 


z it that makes a Language a living Lan © 
in reſpect of me but = 4 2 That! 2 
daily diſcourſing in that Language. If therefore 
I cou'd daily hear others talking Latin, the Latin 
+ Language wou'd be as much a living Language, 
In reſpect of me, as any Language whatever, 
I ſuppoſe no Perſon will be ſo weak as to 
imagine that we learn the Modern Languages by 


Converſation, purely becauſe they are Modern 


and conſequently, it muſt be acknowledg'd that 
the Cauſe of our learning them, is our hearing 


Mien daily diſcourle in them: If therefore we 


Aid 


W at. a [ —Y — ©. 


(6110 
did but hear others talk Lain, and endeavour 
to underſtand them, and talk with them, as 


much as we do to underſtand and talk with thoſe 
who ſpeak in the Modern Tongues, we cou't 


not Fail of learning the Latin Language, as well 


as we do the Modern Languages, 

Nay, in ſuch Places where the ModernLangua- 
ges are not commonly ſpoke, any more than the 
Latin, we find the Modern Languages taught on- 
ly by Converfation, In England the French, Spa- 
viſh and Italian Languages are not the Languages 
of our Country, and ſpoke only by few Perſons, 
and yet 'tis evident — are taught in London, and 
{everal other Places of the Kingdom, purely by 
Converſation, And what ſhou'd hinder us from 
learning the Latin Tongue after the fame Man- 

ner? i 5 
For tho' there be Grammar writ for the Latin 
Tdngue, yet this doth not hinder but that it may 
be learn'd without them, For it is well known 
that there are Grammars writ for the French, Kali- 
an and Spaniſh Languages, and yet notwithſtand- 
ing, theſe Languages are learn d by Converſati- 
on, Travellers and Merchants generally never 
trouble their Heads with Grammar, and yet make 
themſelves Maſters of the I anguages of any 
Country, in leſs than a Year's time, by diſcour- 
ſing with the Natives: And in England little 
Children, who know not what Grammar ' means, 
are bred up to ſpeak foreign Languages fluently 
and correctly; tho' therefore there be Grammars 
writ for the Latin Tongue, yet this is no good 
Reaſon why it may not be learn'd without Gram- 
mar, as well as other Languages. There are in- 
. deed ſome in Exglaud, that teach Modern Lan- 
guages by Grammar: But this is not at all ne- 
cellary, as is unanſwerably evident, from thoſe 
„ Perſons 
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5 ( 12 ) | - 
Perſons who perfectly learn them without it. 
However, thoſe who reach the Modern Langua- 
ges by Gremmer, only teach their Scholars fo 
much of it, as to know how to decline Nouns 
and Verbs, and underſtand ſome few Rules For 
as for the Languages themſelves, they are gene- 
rally taught not by Books, but Converſation, 
which is found by Experience, to be much the 
readieſt, eaſieſt and beft Method of teachin 
them. If therefore Men be ſo much in love wth 
Grammar, as to think nothing can be done with- 
out it, let them imitate thoſe who teach the 
Modern Tongues by Grammar. Let them teach 
their Scholars how to decline Nouns and Verbs, 
and if they pleaſe, a few Rules; but as for the 
Language it ſelf, it is the beſt learn d by Con- 
—— If after all they be afraid without any 
Reaſon, that their Scholars will never rightly un- 
derſtand the Latm Tongue, unleſs they have their 
Grammar at their Finger's Ends ( as they ſay) 
they may enjoyn them to get a little of it every 
Morning and Evening, and let other Times be 
ſpent in diſcourſing in Latin. 
If it be objected that the Lin Tongue is more 
difficult to be learn d than the Modern Langua- 
ges. and therefore it cannot be learn d by Con- 
verſation, as the Modern Languages are; I an- 
twer, that I do not perceive it to be more diffi- 
cult init ſelf. But allowing it to be, yet all that 
can be fairly concluded from hence is, that it can- 
not be ſo quickly learn d as the Modern Tongues 
are. Now ſince the Modern Languages are ſo 
quickly learn d by Converſation, it is ſurely the 
beſt Way to — the Latin Tongue ſo too. For 
ſuppoſing Men were a Year longer in learning 
Lam, than in learning any of the Modern Lan- 
_ , guages, yet how much Time wou'd be ſay d af- 
apes] tet 
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der this Method, in compariſon of learning it 


according to that tedious Manner, in which it is 


commonly taught: Some by great Application 


have learn'd French, or Italian, in half a Year's 
Time, by Converſation ; and indeed any for- 
reign Tongue is ordinarily taught in a Year, or 
a Yearand a Half: And ſuch as are two Years 
in learning any one of them, are accounted 
either very negligent, or elſe very incapable of 
retaining them. Whereas, we are Eight or Nine 
Years or more in Learning Latin, and a little 
Greek after the common Method of teaching them. 
Allowing therefore the moſt, wiz. Two Years for 
learning a Modern Language by Converſation ; 
and that Latin, by Reaſon of 


requires a Yeat more ; yet even 


upon this Sup- 


poſition, it will be Learn'd by Converfation in 


hree Years, and conſequently ſeveral Years 

will be gain d: But I am perſwaded, it might 

— Learn d after this Method in leſs than Three 
ears. | 

' Notwithſtanding what I have ſaid, that the 

Latin Tongue may be Learn'd by Converſation, 

yet there may be ſome, who will not believe it 


to be Practicable, unleſs I cou'd ſhew them that 


it has actually been Learn'd by it: To ſatisfy 
theſe Men therefore, I ſhall produce ſome In- 
ſtances. | 

Robert the Son of Albericas Gentilis, when he was 

but Seven Years of Age, talk'd Latin, French and 
Engliſh, by Reaſon, that his Father talk d ro him 

in nothing but Latin, and his Mother, who was 
2 French Woman, in nothing but French, and the 

reſt of the Family, (for he Liv'd at that time in 
Oxford) in nothing but Engliſh. He Read Virgil 
when he was not full Eight Years of Age, and 
Publiſh'd Commencaries upon it, as he was en- 
cring 


e difficulty of it, 


'S occaſion to Diſcourſe about, Montagne 


' "RP 1 
tring upon his Eleventh Year : So perfectly lit 
he underſtand che Latin Tongue at that rpm 
therefore knowing by Experience, of what 
uy Advantage it is to Learn the Leti» Tongue 
y Converſation ; Wrote a Book, in which he 
Adviſes all Men to Learn it after the ſame Me- 
thod. The Book is at preſent, in the Bodleian Li- 
brary, and the Title of it is, Roberts Gentilis le chemin 
Abrige, Or a Method for attaining of Sciences in @ ſhort 
Tire, London 1654. 80. by: : 
The Learned Gaſpar Scioppins, in his Prefaceto 
his Phyloſophical Grammar, tells us, that after he 
had Learn'd to decline Now and Verbi, by daily 
Converſing with thoſe who talk'd Latin; he 
was ſo good a Proficient in that Language, 
that in Six Month's Time he cou'd expreſs him- 
ſelf in it, concerning all ſuch Matters as he had 
Lib. 1. cap. 
25. of his Eſſays affures us, that his Mother and 
hu Servants, by hearing his Maſter and him 
Diſcourſe in Latin, cou'd not only underſtand, 
but alſo talk with him about Matters of daily 
Concern, The Ingenious Mr, Cowley, cou'd ne- 
ver remember the Grammar Rules, as we find in 
his Life before the laſt Edition of his Works, 
and yet no Man for many Years has Writ finer 
Lis than he did. The Incomparable Queen 
- Elizabeth, who underſtood Latin and Greek in a 
very great Perfection, beſides, ſeveral of the Mo- 
dern Languages. never made uſe of any Gram- 


mar, afterſhe had Learn'd to Decline a Nous and 


a Verb, as her Tutor Reger Aſebam tells us, Pag. 
23. of the Second Part of his Book, Entituled, 
The Sebool- Maſter, London 1570. Tis true, the 2 
laft learn d Latin chiefly from Books. But fince 
they learn d it without Grammar, it muſt be al- 
zo d, that they wou d with mere Eaſe, and I am 

= perſwaded 
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varlwaded more readily, have learn d it by Con- 


verſation. I am told that the Reſtorers of Polite 
Learning in bah, had a4 Project of Making 
the Lm Tongue by Converſation, the Vulgar 
Language of the Country, and that they car- 
ry'd their Deſign ſo far, that in a great many 
Places, Latin» was commonly ſpoke, inſtead of 
Ttalien : Which if true, is a plain Argument, that 
Latin may be taught by Converſation. However, 
it is evident from the Inſtances I have given; and 
from the Reaſon of the thing, that Latia may be 
And ſince it may, I wonder much chat this 
Method ſhouꝰd not be preferr'd- before the uſual 
| Method of teaching it, ſince tis certainly more 
excellent than that which is generally obſer 
For whereas Latin is commonly 'forc'd into Boys 
by Threats, and Rods, and Ferrulas, on the con- 
traty by Converſation it muſt come with Eaſe 
and Pleaſure, For whilſt the Maſter is diſcour- 
ſing in Latin, he may entertain his dᷣcholars with 
many innocent Diverſions, and make the School 
in a proper Senſe 2 Ladin Literarins. But when 
Latin is impos'd as a Task upon Boys, they ſer - 
about it with great Uneaſineſs and Reluctancy. 


And as Latin is learn d with much more Eaſe and 1 


Converſation, ſo it is likewiſe not only - learn'd 
more readily, as I have before made it appear, 
but alſo more perfectly: For Boys who ſearn 
atin after the common Method for ſeven or eight 
ears, are neither able to read an Author with 
Eaſe, nor ſpeak Latin fluently. Whereas, it is 
certain from Experience that ſuch as learn the 
Modern Languages by Converſation, both ſpeak 


Books that ate writ in them. And if the Lows 
Tongue were learn d after che ſame Manger) we 
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them fluently, and read with Pleaſure the beſt  . 
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| Heel not queſtion but the Succeſs: wou'd be 
Fame. Bythis means alſo, Boys wou'd gain ſome 
Tears, which they might ſpend very: uſefully in 
reading good Books, in learning 'Arithmerick, in 
= 9 Chronology, Hiſtory; practical 
Mathematicks, and ſuch other Arts as ate ſuit- 
|  Aableco their Capacities, beſides other Advanta- 


ges which wou'd accrue to them from the Vſe of 
% ix . ut Wk [Ret 
I will venture to add, that Latin may be learn'd | 
by Converſation without hindring any Buſineſs: 
For if as many as cou d conveniently, ſhou'd | - 
meet together every Night ( which is a leiſure 
Time) and had 4 Mafter who cou'd talk Lathe | 
Fuencly and correctly, I am perſwaded tlie 
_ . wou'd learn it with Pleaſure, and in two or three | .. - 
© © Years Time make themſelves Maſters of it. For 
'  -fince Men who know little or nothing of French, | 
|. Trahian, or Spaniſh, quickly learn any one of theſeñ 
-Eanguages, only by going twice or thrice a 
Week to a Club, where they are oblig'd to ſpeak | 
it ; we may 'reaſonably think that Men wou'd | 
learn Latin after the ſame Method, and almoft 
wich the ſame Eaſe 1 dent ABS I 
I after all, it ſhou'd be objected that the School 
. Maſters themſelves are forc'& to have frequent 
Recourſe to Grammar, in order to ſatisfy them- 
ſelves in many Caſes what is, or is not, true L- 
nn, and conſequently, that they cannot warrant 
che Trueneſs of a L Converſation: I anſwer, |- 
That I take it to be undoubtedly certain, that he, 
: who can correct Latin when it is writ (as all 9 5 
School -maſters do their Boy's Exerciſes) can 
correct it when it is ſpoke. And what hinders 
them from conſulting the Grammar upon Occaſi- 
on in Diſcourſe, as well as in correcting Exerciſe? |. 
When I proſs learning by Converſation, bf 5 
* ä | wou | * 
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wou'd not be miſunderſtood, as if I. abſolutely, 
condemmd the uſe of Grammar. For. ! ſincerely | 
declare, Tſhou'd be very much for learning the 
Grammer, provided we bad one that cou'd be de- 
pended u upon: But the preſent national Grammar 
is ſo very faulty and imperfect, as Mr. A1 
has made it appear, that it is, 1 calls it, an 
errant Trifle. And beſides, provided we had 4 
Grammar, the Main of th ebene dee ought 
rſt to be learn d by Converſation, Per- 
ſons apply themſelves to the Study of Grammar. 
For it ſeems improper to me to begin with Gram- 


wur firſt; which muſt be acknowledged the diffi- 


culreſt Task in learning Latin, and what requires 
the ripeſt Judgment. | 

I ſhall add nothing more concernin this Me- 
den, but only that 1 think it requiſite, there 

ud be two Maſters at leaſt, that 10 the 7 

mighe keep up Diſcourſe, and their Scholars im- 
prove the more by their Converſation. 

The two former Methods ſnewing how Latin, 
Ce. may be learn d by Converſation, 1 ſhall con- 


ſider in the third Place, what in my Judgment 


is the beſt Method of learning Languages by 
Books. 


It is uſual for Maſters to keep their Scholars .a 
Year, of a Year ahd an half, or longer, wag wr 
the Grammar, upon Pretence of grounding them 


_ or laying a ſolid Foundation, and il not 
put t 


pu em 502 any other Book, till they can g] e 
ules for what they learn; as if a Mothet ſnoud 
teach her Child no more Engliſh, than the Child - 
can give Rules for. This is certainly a ve #0 
mk Method in teaching, and an odd 

& Boys, to be Criticks 1 in 4 1 bs. | 


fore they vaderſtand it, For we muſt not think 
vl deingz at firſt of all ** Gramm ins; oj 
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Ne Tefament. For in learning 


5 


guage to to wr, well, before we can A 10 

0 the — * Rules to any Purpoſe. 
herefore, before Bays begin to read Books, 

am perſwaded it is ſufficient for them to know 

ow to decline N 2 and K Verbs: 

An when they 7 * ſo Tees 

'Enjoin'd to get by H eart, à little of rid creme, 


e Per 0 and Evening: As for all the 5 


_ of l ien me employ it in learnin 


Language from fome Book ; And the beſt 
can recommend to them, to * 1 — by Hooks 


bughe always to begin with cee wh el are 
ieſt ;- and thoſe Books are the eaſieſt to us, the 
of which we are beſt 2 5 with: 
ug therefore we genetally read, when we are 
hildren, the New Teſtament twice or thrige over, 
Mhhecially the Goſpels, and conſequently know 
the Englifh of it, m e's better than of any othet 
Book, 1 is the malt reaſonable to begin with it, 
* is there ahy Book of a more eaſy, and fami- 
Stile than the Goſpels, and conſequently 


more fit for the Capacity of Boys. Beſides, to 
1 begin with the New Teſtament, wou d not only be 


of great Benefit to them in learning Latin, but 


| £1 Rand 1 other Language 115 * reading 


It ey mult nece be better 2 
5 on, the Senſe of it, 5 conſequently, 
they n ſtill with greater Eaſe begin ich it, | 


an what Language ſ6ever they learn, ſeeing it 1s 


to be had in all Languages, which I believe 
they I have occaſion 75 * Iwou'd Shale 


2 every Maſter to obſerve I, fo "be lf 


Method, which I am pert e Lal 
to himſelf as well as de C 
Whoſe Education he has che Charge 


«2 


(19) 
Let him order one of his Schglars; every 
Night to read a Chapter leiſurely, ditindly and 
with an audible Voice; at the has time let him 
take care, that every one of his Scholars have his 
Latin, Greek or Hebrew. Teftamient, according as 
they learn any of theſe Languages, and that they 
go along in them, with him that reads it in Ex- 
gf: et this Chapter be conftru'd the next 
orning. The Matter may call for What Claſs, 
or Boy he pleaſes, and by this means every Boy 
will be kept in ſuſpenſe which Part will fall to 
his Share, and conſequently, they will all be ob; 
lig'd to prepare themſelves, to give an Account 
of every Part of it. Thus the fame Chapter ma 
go through the whole School, and it may be both 
coniſtru'd every Morning, and the Boys examin d 
in it, in about half an Hour. After the ſame * 
manner a Chapter may be read before they go to 
dinner, and conftru'd and examin'd at Night. 
Thus two Chapters wou'd be learn d every Day 
and conſequently the whole New Teſtament wou'd 
be gone hough thrice a Year. For, as for Holy- 
days, and other Vacancies, they may be fupph/ad 
by reading upon Occaſion, two ſhort Chapters at 
à time. Conſidering therefore, that every Chapter 
is firſt read in Ergliſh, and conffru d. and examined, 
and that between it's being read in Rugliſb and con- 
ſtru d and extmin'd we muſt ſuppoſe that every Boy 
wou d at leaſt fook it once carefully over; it s 
evident, that by this Method the whole New Tefa- 
nent wou'd be gone over Nine times a Year. B. 
which means, Boys cou'd not but be very well ac- 
quainted with it, which wou'd be of vaſt Ad- 
age to them: For by knowing the Engliſh ſo 
well, it muſt needs be very eaſy for them to 
tranſlate the Latin into Exglib, if they do but un- 
derſtand two or three Latin Words in a Verſe, 
theſe will eafily lead _ into'the Knowledge — 
4) Ja | 1 2 . 8 — t | 
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muſt neceffarily know the 
- Bag/iſb fo well, after they have gone over the 
Mew Teſtament Nine times, that if they have but 2 
Hint at a Verſe, they cannot but remember it, by 
Reaſon they can almoſt ſay the Exgliſb by Rote, and 
conſequently they may eaſily Tranſlate the Latin. 
As I chinkit proper that two Chapters ſnou d be 
learn d every Day, according to the fore-going 
Method, fo I wou'd have Boys, immediately 

after they have learn'd to decline Nouns and 
Verbs, taught no other Book for ſome Time, but 
the New Teftament, becauſe, for the Reaſons al- 


ready alledg d, I look upon it to be the beſt Book 


lor them to begin wit n. 2 = 
Ik it be objected, that they ought not to read 
the Latin Te ement, becauſe it is not fine Latin, I 
anſwer, that all that Icontend for, is that it is 
| the eaſieſt Book, and the propereſt for them to 
begin wich. And Notwithſtanding, the Plain- 


Latin Stile, than reading the Engliſh Teſtament will 
ſpoil the Engliſh Stile. As for the Roman Authors, 
which are proper for their Imitation, and from 
whom the Beauties and Elegancies of the Latiw 


Tongue are to be learn d, I ſhall mention them 
hereafter. | ' 


When Boys can conſtrue the Latin Teft ament 


nels of the Latin, ic wou'd no more ſpoil their 


tolerably well, it wou'd be proper for them to 


learn Geography, and a little Chronology, before they 
enter upon Claſlical Authors, For as theſe two Sci- 
ences ate juſtly reckon'dthe two Eyes of Hiſtory, 
and conſequently, wou'd be of great Advantage 
to them in reading the. Remen Hiſtorians. ſo they 
are very ſuitable to their Capacities. The Geo- 
 graphy which I recommend, is Dr, Vel's little 

Book of Geegraphy, together with the Maps, in 
which chere is an admirable good Syſtem of both 


new 
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Geography, done after à plain 3 
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and eaſy Method | 
ſhort Time. As for Chrono , it is enough for 


Boys to know the more remarkable Epecher, that 


ſo they may not be quite Ignorant when fuch 
an Author liv'd, or when fuch an Action was 
done, A little Knowledge of theſe two Sciences, 


will not only make Authors more eafy to them, 


but will many them to read them with greater 
Pleaſure and Advantage. | ; 
When they have learn'd Geography, and 2 little 
Chronology, the Roman Hiſtorians feem to be the 
Propereſt for them, vid. Cornelia Nepos, Carſar v 
Commentaries, Quint s Curtis, Fuſtin and Ling 
And ſince ſome of theſe Authors are vr 0 
tranſlated into Engliſh ( as Corneline Yy dif- 
ferent Hands, Caeſar's Commentaries by wy 1 
Bladen, Tuſtin by Tho. Brown ) it may be convent- 
ent to allow them the Engliſh Tranſlation, at leaſt 
at firſt, in order to render them more eaſy and 
agreable to them, After theſe Authors, they may 
learn Cicero : ſelef# Orations, it wy. 
In the Greek Tongue, when on can decline 
Nouns and Verbs, and underſtand the New Teſt 
ment tolerably well, they ought to read the 
Authors, as Zenophon, Socrates, Demoſthenes, Thu» 
cydides, &c. and learn from them, the Beauties 
and Elegancies of the Greek Tongue. As. for 
Grammar, obſerve the ſame Method I have above 
directed: And as for the beſt Editions of Au- 


thors, I refer you to Fob. Alberti Fabricii Biblis- 


theca Latina, I VOL. and his Bibliotheca Graes, 


3 Vol. a 1 . 3 | 8 
As for Poetry, tho it be a pleaſant and 2 
taining Amuſement, yet it contributes very little 
towards making us Uſeful in our Generation, 

ſince neither Law, nor Divinity, nor Phyſick, nor 


" , 


be learn'd in avery | 


| ( 22 ) | | 
Profeſſen that I know of, is much 
eh by it ; ard therefore 1 ys ye hen 
dnder'd that ſo much Time, ſhoud 
there n is, not only in dg 1 * 


"gz > but alſo 1 50 compoſing ty Exerciſes 
But, ſuppoſing Poetry Were of Advantage, yet 


ts Ou 11 8 not t6 be 5240 in che Method which 


1 * N hoſe Authors which are writ 
Pro. % Proſe, 95 Words ate Ene- 
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lexedly, or Confuſedly. As thetefc og = | 
7 t to begin with the cala, ſo we ought fir 
14 to read ſuch Authors as have writ in Profe, be- 
Dee we attempt to fead the Poets. 
- ©. Beſides, by Books in che Method 
x, have p , Latin Converſation up6 
ccaſion, wou d be of vaſt e 4 
15 5 


therefore, the Maſter at ſome vacant 
would be pleas d to converſe famlliarly 


* nk 


* 


many Boys as he pleas'd, in Gres of * as 
1 their Capacity, they wou d, without 


eſtion, receive great Benefit from his Dif. 
cure, learn to ſpeak fluently and correctly, 
and imp rove much more in that Time, than if 
they had been reading an Author. And if they 
were accuſtom d to converfe with their Mafter 
nnn or Gel, they wou d, without Doubt, 
” Endeavour in their Maſter's Abſence to diſcourſe 
with one another in theſe Languages 
C for Exerciſe, I wou'd not ve them put 
compoſing it, before they have ſome Stock 
Learning. For tho' it be undoubtedly of great 
Advantage, yet they muſt have Materials, or 
Elfe how is it poſſible for them to compole it ? 
And whence can or have their Matter, but 
ener from Books or ;xperigtice 7 ; 80⁰ chat — 


c 
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only Buſineſs muſt be to Tranſlate, till they have | 
learn d from Authors to Compoſe out of their own | 


Heads. « | 
Tho? this laſt Method of learni 


be tedious, yet I look upon it to be . — 
to that, which is commonly obſerv d. how- 
ever, I don't think it comparable to the ſecond 
Method, which I am perſwaded is not only 
racticable and eaſy, but quick and pledfant: 
nd if any Perſons wou'd be pleas'd to put it in 
Practice, I am confident they »wou'd find the 
Succeſs of it, more than anſwer their Expecta- 
tions. | } 
I am fatisfy'd how much it wou'd be for che 
Advancement of Religion, the Honour of the | 


irtue, to learn 
in a ſhort Time. And if by this Eflay, I may 5 
the Inſtrument of promoting theſe Nobſs 
Ends, I ſhall think my ſelf very happy. 
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